
Welcome to SYNC Safety
Learning Lab 2

April 30, 2024

1



Intro of
Advancing Policy
& Systems Change
for Community
Safety and &
Partnering

 with the Center for Law and Social Policy



SYNC 

Clarence Okoh
Senior Policy Counsel

About the Speaker
 ClarenceOkohisa civil rightsattorney and racial justice advocate 

whose work addresses the impact of mass criminalization,
algorithmic racism, and economic divestment in Black 
communities, with a particular focus on Black youth and young
adults. Clarence is Senior Policy Counsel at the Center for Law and
Social Policy (CLASP), where he leads the organization’s cross-team
policy agenda to advance abolitionist approaches to community
safety by challenging systems that surveil and punish economically
marginalized Black, brown and Indigenous youth and their
communities. He is also an inaugural member of the Just Tech
Fellows at the Social Science Research Council. In this capacity
Clarence leads an interdisciplinary advocacy project that blends
legal research and analysis, public policy advocacy, and public
education strategies to challenge the use of algorithmic
technologies, including artificial intelligence (AI), that criminalize
Black and brown youth and systematically violate their civil and
human rights.
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●

Understanding the National
Context on Community
Violence & Youth 

Federal Policy Context 

State and Local Policy
Context 

Local Strategies 

Overview 
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National
Context
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National Trends on 
Community Violence 

●  
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●

●

Community violence remains asignificantbarrierto 
public safety which disproportionately harms
Black, brown and Indigenous youth living in
economically marginalized communities. 

Despite media narratives, overall youth crime is
down across the United States. However, youth
victimization rates have increased in dramatic
fashion. 

Police violence also remains an impediment to
community safety. Police killed the highest
number of people on record in 2023. 
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National Trends on Youth
Wellness & Economic Security
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●

●

Today, the federal government has
suspended, limited or terminated many
highly effective COVID-era safety net
programs including the child benefit
program, expanded unemployment
insurance, expanded Medicaid coverage,
student loan forgiveness, rental assistance
and much more. 

The end of these antipoverty programs

have 
led to a resurgence in child poverty, family 
economic hardship, and mental health 
challenges like anxiety and depression
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Federal Policy
Developments 
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Federal Policy
Developments 
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●

●

●

Failure to enact legislative reforms
addressing systemic police violence or
innovative approaches to community
safety. 

Return to 90s era “tough-on-crime” 
policy frameworks and political 
rhetoric. 

Underwhelming federal investments 
in police-free community safety 
strategies. 
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The President’s Budget &
the “Safer America Plan” 

Biden Administration’s FY 25 Budget calls for: 

“$2.2 billion in mandatory funding, and $370 million
in discretionary funding, for a total of almost $2.6
billion for the COPS Hiring Program to provide
resources to meet the administration’s goal of
100,000 new police officers in America’s
neighborhoods, through the President’s Safer
America Plan.” 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The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act
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State and Local
Policy Context

22



SYNC 

Trends and Themes
Examples of return to tough on crime
rhetoric and policies at the state and
local levels: 
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● New York State National Guard
Conduct Subway Searches 
San Francisco Ordinance Requires
Drug Screening for Public Benefits
D.C. Crime Omnibus Ordinance
Louisiana legislation allows children
to be tried as adults 

●

●
●
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What to Be on the
Lookout for in Your
Community 
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

●

Drug Testingfor Benefits 
Youth Curfews 
Charging Children as Adults 
Increased Criminal Penalties 
Heightened Law Enforcement Presence
in Schools, Transit, Etc. 
Co-Responder Models 
The Return of Stop and Frisk 
Gang Databases & the Criminalization of
Black Youth Culture 
Expansion of Police Surveillance
Technologies in Neighborhoods 
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How local CVIs can push back against the
return of “tough on crime” policies. 

●

●

●

Public education for communities that
debunks misinformation and
disinformation related to community
violence & youth violence 
Partner with legal service providers to
provide know your rights trainings and
connect young people to legal services in
communities that are targeted by tough
on crime strategies 
Civic participation is evidence-informed
violence prevention strategies 



What trends are you seeing in
your community and what

strategies are you using to push 
back?
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Community
Organizing
through policy to
Prevent Violence



How do you want to
engage your community
in your CVI work? 
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Amber Goodwin 
Founder, Community Justice 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About the Speaker
 Amber Goodwin is the founder ofthe Community Justice 

Action Fund, the leading gun violence prevention
organization working on policy, education, and building
resources centered on communities of color. Goodwin 
was also part of the Biden-Harris transition team as the
organizer for gun violence prevention groups. She served
as chair of the Austin Gun Violence Task force which
helped to create the city’s first Office of Gun Violence
Prevention and currently acts as a liaison to the office. In
2019, Goodwin testified at the first-ever House
Congressional Hearing on urban gun violence. Goodwin 
is a graduate of Mitchell Hamline School of Law, holds an
MA from St. Edward’s University and a BA from Florida
State University. 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Who We Are
Key StatesCommunity Justice works to end gun violence

in Black and Brown communities by
empowering those impacted to tell their story,
build political power, connect to resources and 

advance policy. 
Northeast  Southwest 

●
●
● 

New York 
New Jersey 
Maryland 

●
●
● 

Texas 
Arizona 
California 

Southeast  Midwest/Great Lakes
Wisconsin 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Illinois 

●
● 
● 

North Carolina 
Georgia 
Louisiana 

●
● 
● 
● 
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Our Approach

TELL OUR



“
LEADING AND FOCUSING WITH 

BLACK AND BROWN LEADERS ON 
THE FRONT LINES

NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US 

” 32
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Issue Policy 
Advocacy

 

Policy Awareness 
Campaigns

 

Policy Organizing &
Education

“INVEST IN US”  

ADVOCATING FOR FEDERAL FUNDING FOR
COMMUNITY VIOLENCE INTERVENTION
PROGRAMS 

“SURVIVORS FIRST” 

ADVOCATING FOR RESOURCES TO SUPPORT
VICTIMS AND FAMILIES IMPACTED BY GUN
VIOLENCE 

“PROTECT BLACK WOMEN” 

ADVOCATING FOR FEDERAL RESEARCH
RESOURCES TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST
BLACK WOMEN AND GIRLS 

“SAVE OUR FUTURE” 

ADVOCATING FOR FEDERAL FUNDING OF
YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAMS

STATE COALITIONS (12) 

POLICY MAKERS FOR PEACE 

ADVOCACY TRAININGS 

VIOLENCE PREVENTION INDEX 
REPORT 
EDUCATIONAL WEBINARS 

365 PROJECT

VIOLENCE HAPPENS EVERY DAY
AWARENESS & EDUCATION
CAMPAIGN
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Decades of
Community

Violence
Intervention

Policy and
Advocacy Led to

This Moment 



BUILDING
STATE
POLICY &
ADVOCACY
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STATES, COUNTIES AND CITIES Across America 
Are ALSO Making HISTORIC Investments

 
CITY HIGHLIGHTS
Philadelphia, PA - $155.7 Million
Indianapolis, IN - $45 Million
Oakland, CA -$18Million
Miami, FL - $8 Million
Atlanta, GA - $7.5 Million
Buffalo, NY - $6 Million
Columbus, OH - $19.7 Million
Cincinnati, OH -$5Million
Akron, OH - $24 Million
Milwaukee, WI - $3 Million
Richmond, VA - $1.5 Million
Charlotte, NC - $2 Million
St. Louis,MO-$11.5Million
Minnesota, MN - $15 Million
Baton Rouge, LA - $2.5 Million
Los Angeles,CA-$20Million
Louisville, KY - $15.8 Million

STATE HIGHLIGHTS 
California - $200 Million 
District of Columbia - $193 Million 
Illinois - $150 Million 
New York - $138 Million 
Michigan- $75 Million 
New Jersey - $45 Million 
Wisconsin - $40 Million 
Minnesota - $15 Million 
Tennessee - $10 Million 
Virginia - $4 Million 
Connecticut - $3 Million 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Landscape analysis of
the gun violence
prevention space 

Build a coalition and
network of leaders that
are directly impacted 

-

Build and bring training
opportunities to everyday people
who want to take action on gun
violence prevention 

Consistently host coalition,
convenings and
collaborations on CVI and
other violence prevention
policy measures. 
Support policy and organizing
on every level of government.

01

02

03-

04

-  05 
-

-

-

Create a policy
agenda centering
the public health
issue of gun violence
Utilize templates and
best practices from
other states 
Utilize data points
and research from
the field 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INVEST IN US
STATE POLICY
STRATEGY
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STATE BASED
POLICY
ORGANIZING
TACTICS

How Community Justice
approaches building and

sustaining political power for
gun violence prevention

advocacy in communities
disproportionately impacted by 

gun violence. 

 Create sustained year round 
coalition to support building for
community violence prevention
and intervention 

COALITION FOR CVI SUSTAINABILITY 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“NOTHING ABOUT US
WITHOUT US” 

 Draft ongoing policy and advocacy materials 
and toolkits to engage key audiences across
the state to support statewide efforts. 

 
Work together with CVI leaders to
understand the legislative processes at the
national, state, and local levels. Focus on
developing a CVI-focused policy agenda. 

POLICY & ADVOCACY FOR CVI  BUILD A CVI POLICY AGENDA
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BUILD POLITICAL PEOPLE-POWER
 Createstatespecificorganizing andpolicy trainings: 

Campaign Camp & Justice Camp 
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STATE POLICY & ADVOCACY WINS
 POLICY AND ADVOCACY

POLICY AND ORGANIZING 

●

●
●
●

●
●

●

Organized Coalitionsin 12States 
Recruited 31 State and Local Officials for
Policymakers for Peace 
Organized State wide survivors specific
work in Buffalo and Uvalde for state based
policy and advocacy work

Successfully advocated for the Bipartisan
Safer Communities Act that passed into law
and funded state policy. 
Passed legislation for OVPs in 8 states & DC
Created a list of sample bills passed. 
Passed innovative state legislation:
example NY Medicaid 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Partnership Opportunities
 

of gun violence, how it's impacting Black and Brown
communities and the SOLUTIONS that have not been
funded, supported or launched in communities suffering
from violence. 

In partnership with us, wecanraise awareness onthe crisis

42

●

●

●
●
●

Funding and Resource
Education 
Issue Education &
Awareness Campaigns 
Issue Advocacy Campaigns 
Rapid Response Support
Efforts 
Violence Prevention Index 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Email : amber@cjactionfund.org

Email : kimberly@cjactionfund.org

 

43

Contact UsCommunity Justice@cjactionfund 



Role of Young
People in
Advocating for
Community Safety

 with the Center for Law and Social Policy
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Deanie Anyangwe, MPH, MCRP
Policy Analyst, Youth Justice

45

About the Speaker
 Deanie Anyangweis a racial and gender justice advocate 

who focuses on preventing and redressing the structural
violence that occurs at the intersection of criminalization,
health and economic precarity, with a particular focus on
Black youth and young adults. Deanie brings experience
working on a variety of issues including criminalization,
housing policy, health policy and communications, school
health, and emergency preparedness and response. Deanie
currently serves as a policy analyst at the Center for Law and
Social Policy (CLASP) where she leads the organization’s
interdisciplinary policy agenda to promote youth-centered,
anti-carceral approaches to community safety by challenging
the carceral system. She grounds her work in Black feminist
and abolitionist politics. 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Agenda

What is Youth Engagement? 

Strategies for Authentic Youth
Engagement 

Then & Now: Youth in Movement
Work 
Benefits of Being Youth-Led 

Challenges to Youth Engagement 

46
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What is Youth Engagement?
 Youthengagement happens when young people participate in 

meaningful opportunities and roles that allow them to build on their
strengths, take on responsibilities, and contribute to decisions that
affect themselves and others. 

Source: ACT for Youth 

Involves collaboration between
adults and young people 

Demands intentional shifts of

power 
to youth from adults to worktoward 
shared goals 

Requires strength-based
relationships, experiences, and
environments that offer
opport nities for positi e

47

01
02
03

https://actforyouth.net/program-toolkit/youth-engagement/
https://actforyouth.net/program-toolkit/youth-engagement/
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Roger Hart’s Ladder 
of Participation 

Source: YouthPower’s Toolkit for Youth Inclusion in
Democracy, Human Rights, and Governance 

Roger Hart's Ladder of Participation presentseight levels
of youth participation that start from manipulation and
tokenism at the lower rungs, to full participation at the
top. 

https://www.youthpower.org/youth-drg-toolkit-3-models-roger-hart-ladder
https://www.youthpower.org/youth-drg-toolkit-3-models-roger-hart-ladder
https://www.youthpower.org/youth-drg-toolkit-3-models-roger-hart-ladder


“
It's not an accident that most of 

the movements that have led to
significant change in this country 

have been led by young people.
- Ella Baker

”
49
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History of Black
Youth Leadership
in Movement

Source: Black Youth Activism and
the Reconstruction of America:
Leaders, Organizations, and Tactics
in the Twentieth Century and
Beyond 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5323/blachistbull.79.1.0005.pdf?refreqid=fastly-default%3Ab9edbbad162c83434152d3a448741b6b&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&acceptTC=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5323/blachistbull.79.1.0005.pdf?refreqid=fastly-default%3Ab9edbbad162c83434152d3a448741b6b&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&acceptTC=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5323/blachistbull.79.1.0005.pdf?refreqid=fastly-default%3Ab9edbbad162c83434152d3a448741b6b&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&acceptTC=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5323/blachistbull.79.1.0005.pdf?refreqid=fastly-default%3Ab9edbbad162c83434152d3a448741b6b&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&acceptTC=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5323/blachistbull.79.1.0005.pdf?refreqid=fastly-default%3Ab9edbbad162c83434152d3a448741b6b&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&acceptTC=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5323/blachistbull.79.1.0005.pdf?refreqid=fastly-default%3Ab9edbbad162c83434152d3a448741b6b&ab_segments=&origin=&initiator=&acceptTC=1
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New Deal for 
Youth
ANewDeal for Youth (ND4Y) is a youth-led,
youth-centered effort advocating for the
creation of new systems, policies, investments
and structures that reimagine life for young
people in America. ND4Y prioritizes youth
who have been left behind — the
disconnected and the disenfranchised,
marginalized, misrepresented, and silenced,
young people who may not use their voice as
much as they would like to. We center
Indigenous and Black communities and youth
of color; LGBTQIA+ youth; disabled folks; all
immigrant communities, including
undocumented young people; young parents;
transition age youth; and foster care and
former foster care youth. We recognize the
intersections of these identities, including
intersections with gender and gender
identity. 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We holistically advance youth justice by developing policies
for youth by youth. Our new ideas offer a more youthful view

and a fresh perspective, that will push conversation and ideas
forward. We bring ideas to the table that are impacting future

generations and need immediate attention. We believe our
government should be setting youth up for success.

-New Deal for Youth

”

“
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Benefits to Being 
Youth-Led

 ●

●

●

●

●

Supportspositive youth
development 
Gain wisdom from young people and
a better understanding of the ways 
in which they are experiencing
existing systems 
Youth are more likely to hold
themselves accountable to
interventions that they were a part of
developing 
Youth can more easily connect with
other youth 
Youth-led interventions are more
likely to succeed 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“Trust us, and treat us as partners 
if you want to avoid tokenism.” 

“Young people are more capable
and more engaged in politics 

than what people think.”  “Youth have the ability to do
amazing things and we are doing
amazing things, but we need the
resources and education to teach
us to speak in the policy language 

and apply it.” 

Smitha Gundavajhala, ND4Y 
Changemaker

Rebecca Do, ND4Y Changemaker

Anthony Dickey, ND4Y Changemaker

54

“I am a daughter of a formerly
incarcerated mother, a citizen of the

Mvskoke Nation, and a policy expert who
is on a mission to bring awareness and

solutions to the issues impacting children
of incarcerated parents and the mass

incarceration of Native people. I believe
those most impacted should be at the 

center of creating change.” 

Isabel Coronado, New Deal for Youth 
Changemaker 

What do our young
people have to say?
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Cultural barriers to participation
and challenges with navigating
processes and spaces that are
not youth friendly 

Lack of time and capacity to
support youth skill-building 

Extractive relationships with youth 

01ADULTISM 

02

03

04

56

Challenges to Youth
Engagement
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Key Strategies for
Authentic Youth
Engagement

 ●
●
●
●
●

●

Buildtrust 
Provide education and resources 
Ask good questions 
Treat youth as experts 
Connect with youth from 
different backgrounds 
Don’t tokenize 


	Welcome to SYNC Safety Learning Lab 2 April 30, 2024
	Intro of Advancing Policy & Systems Change for Community Safety and & Partnering
	SYNC 

	About the Speaker
	ClarenceOkohisa civil rightsattorney and racial justice advocate
	whose work addresses the impact of mass criminalization, algorithmic racism, and economic divestment in Black  communities, with a particular focus on Black youth and young adults. Clarence is Senior Policy Counsel at the Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP), where he leads the organization’s cross-team policy agenda to advance abolitionist approaches to community safety by challenging systems that surveil and punish economically marginalized Black, brown and Indigenous youth and their communities. He is also an inaugural member of the Just Tech Fellows at the Social Science Research Council. In this capacity Clarence leads an interdisciplinary advocacy project that blends legal research and analysis, public policy advocacy, and public education strategies to challenge the use of algorithmic technologies, including artiﬁcial intelligence (AI), that criminalize Black and brown youth and systematically violate their civil and human rights.

	Overview
	Understanding the National Context on Community Violence & Youth  Federal Policy Context 
	State and Local Policy Context 
	Local Strategies

	National Context
	National Trends on  Community Violence
	public safety which disproportionately harms Black, brown and Indigenous youth living in economically marginalized communities.
	Despite media narratives, overall youth crime is down across the United States. However, youth victimization rates have increased in dramatic fashion.
	Police violence also remains an impediment to community safety. Police killed the highest number of people on record in 2023.
	Community violence remains asigniﬁcantbarrierto

	SYNC 
	SYNC 
	SYNC 
	National Trends on Youth Wellness & Economic Security
	SYNC 
	SYNC 
	Federal Policy Developments
	Federal Policy Developments
	Failure to enact legislative reforms addressing systemic police violence or innovative approaches to community safety.  Return to 90s era “tough-on-crime”  policy frameworks and political  rhetoric.  Underwhelming federal investments  in police-free community safety  strategies.

	The President’s Budget & the “Safer America Plan”
	Biden Administration’s FY 25 Budget calls for:
	“$2.2 billion in mandatory funding, and $370 million in discretionary funding, for a total of almost $2.6 billion for the COPS Hiring Program to provide resources to meet the administration’s goal of 100,000 new police oﬃcers in America’s neighborhoods, through the President’s Safer America Plan.” 

	The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act
	State and Local Policy Context
	Trends and Themes Examples of return to tough on crime rhetoric and policies at the state and local levels:
	New York State National Guard Conduct Subway Searches  San Francisco Ordinance Requires Drug Screening for Public Beneﬁts D.C. Crime Omnibus Ordinance Louisiana legislation allows children to be tried as adults
	What to Be on the Lookout for in Your Community
	Drug Testingfor Beneﬁts  Youth Curfews  Charging Children as Adults  Increased Criminal Penalties  Heightened Law Enforcement Presence in Schools, Transit, Etc.  Co-Responder Models  The Return of Stop and Frisk  Gang Databases & the Criminalization of Black Youth Culture  Expansion of Police Surveillance Technologies in Neighborhoods

	How local CVIs can push back against the return of “tough on crime” policies.
	Public education for communities that debunks misinformation and disinformation related to community violence & youth violence  Partner with legal service providers to provide know your rights trainings and connect young people to legal services in communities that are targeted by tough on crime strategies  Civic participation is evidence-informed violence prevention strategies 

	What trends are you seeing in your community and what strategies are you using to push
	back?
	Community Organizing through policy to Prevent Violence
	How do you want to engage your community in your CVI work?
	SYNC 

	About the Speaker
	Amber Goodwin is the founder ofthe Community Justice
	Action Fund, the leading gun violence prevention organization working on policy, education, and building resources centered on communities of color. Goodwin  was also part of the Biden-Harris transition team as the organizer for gun violence prevention groups. She served as chair of the Austin Gun Violence Task force which helped to create the city’s ﬁrst Oﬃce of Gun Violence Prevention and currently acts as a liaison to the oﬃce. In 2019, Goodwin testiﬁed at the ﬁrst-ever House Congressional Hearing on urban gun violence. Goodwin  is a graduate of Mitchell Hamline School of Law, holds an MA from St. Edward’s University and a BA from Florida State University. 

	Who We Are
	Community Justice works to end gun violence in Black and Brown communities by empowering those impacted to tell their story, build political power, connect to resources and
	advance policy. 

	Key States
	Northeast 
	New York New Jersey  Maryland 
	Southeast 
	North Carolina Georgia  Louisiana 
	Southwest 
	Texas Arizona  California 
	Midwest/Great Lakes Wisconsin  Michigan  Minnesota  Illinois 

	Our Approach
	TELL OUR

	LEADING AND FOCUSING WITH  BLACK AND BROWN LEADERS ON
	THE FRONT LINES
	NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US
	Issue Policy  Advocacy
	“INVEST IN US”  
	ADVOCATING FOR FEDERAL FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY VIOLENCE INTERVENTION PROGRAMS 
	“SURVIVORS FIRST” 

	ADVOCATING FOR RESOURCES TO SUPPORT VICTIMS AND FAMILIES IMPACTED BY GUN VIOLENCE
	“PROTECT BLACK WOMEN” 
	ADVOCATING FOR FEDERAL RESEARCH RESOURCES TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST BLACK WOMEN AND GIRLS 
	“SAVE OUR FUTURE” 
	ADVOCATING FOR FEDERAL FUNDING OF YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAMS 

	Policy Awareness  Campaigns
	365 PROJECT
	VIOLENCE HAPPENS EVERY DAY AWARENESS & EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

	Policy Organizing & Education
	STATE COALITIONS (12) POLICY MAKERS FOR PEACE ADVOCACY TRAININGS VIOLENCE PREVENTION INDEX  REPORT  EDUCATIONAL WEBINARS 

	Decades of Community Violence Intervention Policy and Advocacy Led to This Moment
	BUILDING STATE POLICY & ADVOCACY
	STATES, COUNTIES AND CITIES Across America
	Are ALSO Making HISTORIC Investments
	Build and bring training opportunities to everyday people who want to take action on gun violence prevention 

	INVEST IN US STATE POLICY STRATEGY
	03-
	Landscape analysis of the gun violence prevention space 
	Build a coalition and network of leaders that are directly impacted
	Create a policy agenda centering the public health issue of gun violence Utilize templates and best practices from other states  Utilize data points and research from the ﬁeld 
	Consistently host coalition, convenings and collaborations on CVI and other violence prevention policy measures.  Support policy and organizing on every level of government.


	STATE BASED POLICY ORGANIZING TACTICS
	gun violence. 
	How Community Justice approaches building and sustaining political power for gun violence prevention advocacy in communities disproportionately impacted by
	COALITION FOR CVI SUSTAINABILITY 
	 Create sustained year round  coalition to support building for community violence prevention and intervention


	“NOTHING ABOUT US
	WITHOUT US” 
	POLICY & ADVOCACY FOR CVI 
	BUILD A CVI POLICY AGENDA
	Work together with CVI leaders to understand the legislative processes at the national, state, and local levels. Focus on developing a CVI-focused policy agenda. 
	 Draft ongoing policy and advocacy materials  and toolkits to engage key audiences across the state to support statewide eﬀorts.


	BUILD POLITICAL PEOPLE-POWER
	Createstatespeciﬁcorganizing andpolicy trainings:
	Campaign Camp & Justice Camp

	STATE POLICY & ADVOCACY WINS
	POLICY AND ADVOCACY
	Successfully advocated for the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act that passed into law and funded state policy.  Passed legislation for OVPs in 8 states & DC Created a list of sample bills passed. Passed innovative state legislation: example NY Medicaid 

	POLICY AND ORGANIZING 
	Organized Coalitionsin 12States  Recruited 31 State and Local Oﬃcials for Policymakers for Peace  Organized State wide survivors speciﬁc work in Buﬀalo and Uvalde for state based policy and advocacy work

	Funding and Resource Education  Issue Education & Awareness Campaigns Issue Advocacy Campaigns Rapid Response Support Eﬀorts  Violence Prevention Index 
	In partnership with us, wecanraise awareness onthe crisis
	of gun violence, how it's impacting Black and Brown communities and the SOLUTIONS that have not been funded, supported or launched in communities suﬀering from violence. 


	Partnership Opportunities
	Contact Us Community Justice @cjactionfund 
	Email : amber@cjactionfund.org Email : kimberly@cjactionfund.org  

	Role of Young People in Advocating for Community Safety
	About the Speaker
	Deanie Anyangweis a racial and gender justice advocate
	who focuses on preventing and redressing the structural violence that occurs at the intersection of criminalization, health and economic precarity, with a particular focus on Black youth and young adults. Deanie brings experience working on a variety of issues including criminalization, housing policy, health policy and communications, school health, and emergency preparedness and response. Deanie currently serves as a policy analyst at the Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) where she leads the organization’s interdisciplinary policy agenda to promote youth-centered, anti-carceral approaches to community safety by challenging the carceral system. She grounds her work in Black feminist and abolitionist politics. 
	SYNC 


	Agenda
	What is Youth Engagement? 
	Then & Now: Youth in Movement Work  Beneﬁts of Being Youth-Led 
	Challenges to Youth Engagement 
	Strategies for Authentic Youth Engagement 

	01 02 03
	What is Youth Engagement?
	Youthengagement happens when young people participate in
	meaningful opportunities and roles that allow them to build on their strengths, take on responsibilities, and contribute to decisions that aﬀect themselves and others. 
	Source: ACT for Youth 

	Roger Hart’s Ladder
	of Participation
	Roger Hart's Ladder of Participation presentseight levels of youth participation that start from manipulation and tokenism at the lower rungs, to full participation at the top. 
	Source: YouthPower’s Toolkit for Youth Inclusion in Democracy, Human Rights, and Governance 

	It's not an accident that most of  the movements that have led to significant change in this country
	have been led by young people. - Ella Baker ”
	History of Black Youth Leadership in Movement
	Source: Black Youth Activism and the Reconstruction of America: Leaders, Organizations, and Tactics in the Twentieth Century and Beyond 

	New Deal for  Youth ANewDeal for Youth (ND4Y) is a youth-led, youth-centered eﬀort advocating for the creation of new systems, policies, investments and structures that reimagine life for young people in America. ND4Y prioritizes youth who have been left behind — the disconnected and the disenfranchised, marginalized, misrepresented, and silenced, young people who may not use their voice as much as they would like to. We center Indigenous and Black communities and youth of color; LGBTQIA+ youth; disabled folks; all immigrant communities, including undocumented young people; young parents; transition age youth; and foster care and former foster care youth. We recognize the intersections of these identities, including intersections with gender and gender identity. 
	We holistically advance youth justice by developing policies for youth by youth. Our new ideas offer a more youthful view and a fresh perspective, that will push conversation and ideas forward. We bring ideas to the table that are impacting future generations and need immediate attention. We believe our government should be setting youth up for success.
	-New Deal for Youth ”
	Benefits to Being  Youth-Led
	Supportspositive youth
	development  Gain wisdom from young people and a better understanding of the ways  in which they are experiencing existing systems  Youth are more likely to hold themselves accountable to interventions that they were a part of developing  Youth can more easily connect with other youth  Youth-led interventions are more likely to succeed 
	Anthony Dickey, ND4Y Changemaker


	What do our young people have to say?
	Rebecca Do, ND4Y Changemaker
	center of creating change.” 
	Changemaker 
	“I am a daughter of a formerly incarcerated mother, a citizen of the Mvskoke Nation, and a policy expert who is on a mission to bring awareness and solutions to the issues impacting children of incarcerated parents and the mass incarceration of Native people. I believe those most impacted should be at the
	Smitha Gundavajhala, ND4Y
	Changemaker


	Isabel Coronado, New Deal for Youth
	SYNC 


	Challenges to Youth Engagement
	01ADULTISM 
	SYNC 

	Key Strategies for Authentic Youth Engagement
	Buildtrust 
	Provide education and resources Ask good questions  Treat youth as experts  Connect with youth from  diﬀerent backgrounds  Don’t tokenize 


