VIRTUAL ACTION TOOLKIT

SAFER COMMUNITIES
THROUGH RACIAL JUSTICE
ABOUT US
We are a nonpartisan collaboration of public health agencies and
organizations, including APHA components, affiliates and caucuses. We have
come together to sponsor this virtual coordinated action. Sponsors include
community, academic, and local governments. See the end of this toolkit for
a complete list of sponsors.

ABOUT THE COORDINATED VIRTUAL
ACTION
This event is occurring during the APHA annual meeting and will focus on the
intersection of health, community safety, and racial justice. It is also open to
advocates who are not attending the APHA meeting.
The event will include a short agenda of speakers and several actions
participants can take in the moment to support local and national campaigns
that are reimagining community safety and promoting racial justice.
This toolkit includes information about the actions that will take place during
the event as well as actions that advocates can take after the event is over.

T O A MPLIFY OUR A C T I O N , U S E

#VIRTUALACTION2020
ON ALL SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS
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The following actions are how we will support safer communities through racial
justice during the coordinated virtual action event.

ACTIONS TO DEFEND THE VOTE FOR
PUBLIC HEALTH
Public Health Awakened is working to Defend the Vote for Public Health. We want
to ensure that everyone who is eligible to vote is able to vote and has safe and
healthy access to voting. When people are able to exercise their right to vote,
they can support candidates who prioritize racial justice and believe in creating
community safety through health instead of punishment. Learn more at
PublicHealthAwakened.org/Election2020

ACTION DETAILS
Sign up to be an election monitor here: https://protectthevote.net/ (inperson and remote roles) and sign up to #DefendTheVote4PH:
http://bit.ly/defendthevote4ph
Recruit people to sign up as election monitors by posting this on your social
media:
Healthy voting = safe & accessible in-person voting:
Sign up to be an election monitor! https://protectthevote.net/
Monitor voter suppression via social media
Staff voter hotlines
Make sure polls are open & working
#DefendTheVote4PH http://bit.ly/defendthevote4ph
#VirtualAction2020

☎

(Bonus points if you download this image and use it in your social media post)
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IMMEDIATE ACTIONS

IMMEDIATE ACTIONS

Proposition 15, Schools and Communities First, is a California ballot measure that
will reinvest $12 billion a year into schools and local services by closing a
commercial property tax loophole and making corporations pay their fair share.
These investments are crucial for creating community environments that prevent
violence and support community well-being. We need to get out the vote to pass
Prop 15 and keep our communities safe and healthy. Learn more at
www.Yes15.org

ACTION DETAILS
Get out the vote to pass Prop 15 by posting this on your social media:
It’s time we put #SchoolsAndCommunitiesFirst and invest in the things that
keep our communities safe & healthy: education, housing & services. Calif.
voters, please vote #YesOn15 to reinvest $12 billion in communities and
make corporations pay their fair share! #VirtualAction2020
(Bonus points if you download this image and use it in your social media post)

Join a phonebank to call California voters to get out the vote for Prop 15. Sign
up here: scf.vote/phone_bank
Twitter hashtags to use: #YesOn15 #SchoolsAndCommunitiesFirst

3

IMMEDIATE ACTIONS

ACTIONS FOR CA PROP 15 SCHOOLS AND
COMMUNITIES FIRST

ACTIONS TO ELECT JUSTICE

Sign up to with Elect Justice and help us get out the vote!
http://bit.ly/ELECTJUSTICE Volunteer opportunities include phone banking
and texting.
Recruit volunteers by posting to Twitter, Facebook or Instagram:
@CJACTIONFUND and @RevolveImpact are working to #ElectJustice by
turning out Black and brown voters in Texas and Wisconsin to build power
and end violence. Please sign up and get out the vote!
http://bit.ly/ELECTJUSTICE #virtualaction2020
Twitter hashtags to use: #ElectJustice #EndGunViolence

ACTION FOR RYSE CENTER
Many young people in Richmond, CA navigate their daily lives with an unfair
level of unpredictability, disrupting their desire and need for connection and
community. The Ryse Center envisions a community that inspires youth to live
with pride and purpose, where the sounds of gunshots have been replaced by
the sounds of organizing, song, collaboration, laughter, and learning.

Encourage people to learn about radical inquiry by posting this presentation on
Twitter,Facebook or Instagram:
@RYSEyouthcenter: We need to liberate #publichealth from our current
compliance to supremacy. Theories of change won’t do. We need praxes of
liberation. We need radical inquiry. Check out this presentation:
https://bit.ly/31BMiKr #VirtualAction2020
Twitter hashtags to use: #LiberatePublicHealth #VirtualAction2020
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IMMEDIATE ACTIONS

The Community Justice Action Fund, in partnership with Revolve Impact
and local organizations in Wisconsin and Texas have launched ELECT JUSTICE, a
nonpartisan, multi-platform campaign to engage Black and brown voters in Texas
and Wisconsin to end violence at the ballot box. Learn more at
https://www.electjustice.org/

ACTION FOR CITIES UNITED

Let's join with @CitiesUnited to Reimagine Public Safety and create a
world where Black men & boys are safe, healthy and hopeful: INTERRUPT
the cycle of community violence, DISMANTLE systems of inequity, and
INVEST in sustainability. #virtualaction2020 https://bit.ly/31pBQp8

ACTION FOR HOPE AND HEAL FUND
The mission of the Hope and Heal Fund is to harness the collective power of
individuals, communities, corporate leaders, government and philanthropy to
ensure homes and communities in California are safe and free from death, injury,
and trauma due to gun violence.

Tweet or post on Facebook or Instagram:
Check out @Hopeandhealfund for the latest news, strategies, reports &
data on gun violence & prevention strategies in CA. Visit
https://hopeandhealfund.org/resource-center/ to learn how you can take
action and support gun violence prevention efforts. #EndGunViolence
#virtualaction2020
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IMMEDIATE ACTIONS

Cities United supports a national network of mayors who are committed to
reducing the epidemic of homicides and shootings among young Black men and
boy ages 14 to 24 by 50%. Support the Reimagine Public Safety campaign on
Twitter, Facebook or Instagram - see below:

Urge Wisconsin policymakers to invest in community-based violence prevention!
Wisconsin Assembly Speaker Robin Vos recently created a taskforce on racial
disparities and police policies. Its first meeting is on Wednesday, October 28.
It’s crucial that the taskforce move forward legislation that funds communitybased, public health solutions to violence prevention. Police violence IS gun
violence. And Wisconsin ranks second in the nation for Black homicide
victimization as a result of gun violence.
Tweet or post on Facebook or Instagram:
@RepStubbs @jimsteineke We call on the WI taskforce on racial disparities to
support the creation of a 25M statewide violence prevention fund for proven
non-policing, community-based solutions to violence. @LGMandelaBarnes
@GovEvers @SpeakerVos @FitzgeraldForWI #InvestInUs #VirtualAction2020

ACTION FOR BIG CITIES HEALTH
COALITION
Support the Big Cities Health Coalition’s policy recommendations for the next
administration and Congress. (Background information: Building Resilient,
Equitable, and Healthy Communities Post Pandemic and Always)
Tweet or post on Facebook or Instagram:

@BigCitiesHealth has compiled key #publichealth policy reccs for the
next administration and Congress. One is: Advancing health equity and
addressing structural racism must be a national priority in policy, funding,
and decision making. https://www.bigcitieshealth.org/transition-paper/
#VirtualAction2020
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IMMEDIATE ACTIONS

ACTION FOR MILWAUKEE

How to support safer communities through racial justice beyond October 26th

ACTION: MEET WITH LOCAL POLICYMAKERS
Urge your local decision-makers to take a public health approach to preventing
violence. Here are talking points you can use: Violence Prevention Works: The Case
for Taking a Public Health Approach to Preventing Violence
Find out who your local legislator is here!

TALKING POINTS
Cities throughout the country are using a public health approach to prevent
violence and seeing positive results.
Preventing violence up front can instigate a cascade of community-wide benefits
that allow people to thrive and live fulfilling lives. These include:
Fewer physical health problems like chronic diseases.
Fewer and less severe mental health challenges like anxiety, depression, and
trauma.
Reduced domestic violence, child abuse, and community violence, because
different types of violence are interconnected.
Safer working conditions and less trauma for law-enforcement and other first
responders.
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POST EVENT ACTIONS

ACTIONS YOU CAN TAKE
AFTER THIS EVENT

WHY A PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH?
It works: Cities like New York, Oakland, and others have seen a dramatic
reduction in violent crime when they take a comprehensive, multi-sector
approach to preventing violence.
It gets to the root of the problem.
It’s cost effective: It costs less to prevent violence than to respond to it after the
fact. Think about the costs involved in a shooting—police response, EMT
transport, trauma care and other medical costs, police investigation, district
attorney and public defender costs, and more. And how can we put a price tag on
a life that’s needlessly lost? Until we reduce the homicides in our communities to
zero, we should do whatever it takes to save peoples’ lives.
Resources are available: The resources for investments in a public health
approach to preventing violence are available when we search out new partners—
like philanthropies and the local business community—and consider shifting
existing resources from response to prevention.
Focusing on the most impacted communities benefits everyone. It’s time to stop
looking at communities or neighborhoods with high levels of violence through the
lens of blame and start recognizing that past and current policies, laws, and
practices created the situation we find ourselves in now. When government
agencies partner with the most impacted communities to implement solutions, it
reverberates far beyond the community itself. It improves what happens in
schools, in our emergency rooms, on our public transit, in our workplaces
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POST EVENT ACTIONS

ACTION: MEET WITH LOCAL
POLICYMAKERS

WRITE AN OP-ED
Keep it short and sharp. Opinion pieces usually run between 500-600 words.
Make sure your piece gets to the heart of your message in the lead paragraph,
and keep your message tightly focused on the solution. Paint a picture that
describes why health, safety, and racial justice matter.
Submit and then follow up. Search the publication’s website to find out how to
submit an op-ed. That information is usually on the contact us page. There may be
a general email address (such as commentary@name-of-newspaper.com) or you
may need to submit the op-ed using an online form. Op-ed editors get many
submissions, so, if you haven’t heard back after two days, follow up your
submission with an email or phone call to the op-ed editor.
Sample op-eds:
Reggie Moore in The Hill: Invest in people, not punishment
Lisa Fujie Parks in CalMatters: ‘Divest from police’ and invest in policies that
take a different approach to public safety
Mohamed Abdi, Abdiweli Haji , and Ahmad Mahmuod in the San Diego Union
Tribune: We are three young black men living in City Heights. This is why we
protest.
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POST EVENT ACTIONS

ACTION: GET YOUR MESSAGE OUT THROUGH
MEDIA ADVOCACY

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Move quickly. Read an article worth responding to -- good or bad? Aim
to submit your letter to the editor on the same day (ideally, no later than
the following day). There are some exceptions to the one-day rule.
Responses to articles in publications with longer cycles -- like a weekend
magazine or the Sunday Times -- have a longer shelf life.
Do your research. Find out the media outlet's specific word limitations
and style rules. Each publication has its own word limit, but letters to the
editor are typically no more than 150-250 words.
Sample letter to the editor:
Manal J. Aboelata in the LA Times: Closed Parks And Closed Schools - What Could Possibly Go Wrong?
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POST EVENT ACTIONS

ACTION: GET YOUR MESSAGE OUT
THROUGH MEDIA ADVOCACY

SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is a great way to reach members of the community and build public
awareness about why it’s important to take a public health and racial justice
approach to preventing violence—rather than a criminal justice approach.

WHAT MAKES A GREAT SOCIAL MEDIA POST?
Ask questions to encourage your followers to respond, invite people to send in
photos from your events, and ask community members to share their stories
with you.
Share images and videos: Posts that include images and videos will attract
more attention.
Use hashtags so that people can find your work more easily, like your
community/city’s name, #endgunviolence, #racialjustice, etc.
Friend or “follow” other organizations and influential people in your community.
Keep posts short and to the point.

MINDFUL MESSAGING
Use a positive tone:
Be polite.
Utilize your power of expression to empower others.
Use uplifting words.Include images showing all communities are inclusive.
Provide hope through your message.
Include proactive actions through your message.
Do not use a negative tone:
Any profanity or negative messaging will be deleted from the communication
chain.
Belittling any individual, group or community will be removed (i.e., down with
xyz, dump xyz politician, etc.).
Do not say negative things about individuals or groups who disagree with you.
Do not incite fear or threaten others through your words or physical actions.
Do not point fingers at any individual or group.
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POST EVENT ACTIONS

ACTION: GET YOUR MESSAGE OUT
THROUGH MEDIA ADVOCACY

Apply for the Cities United Young Leader Fellowship
Accept the Cities United Peace Challenge to strengthen your city's community
homicide and/or shooting response strategy
Join the Cities United Roadmap Academy, a cohort of cities to strengthen local
comprehensive public safety plans
Visit the Hope and Heal Fund’s Action Center for resources related to safe gun
storage, healthcare engagement, educating elected officials, volunteering,
understanding the facts, and more

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
FROM NATIONAL PARTNERS
Prevention Institute’s health equity and racial justice work, our safety projects
and initiatives publications, tools and services, our Core Resources on a Public
Health Approach to Preventing Violence, Podcasts, and Videos.
Community Justice Action Fund, A Policymaker's Playbook to Reduce Gun
Violence Without Policing Communities
Cities United, Call to Action: Reimagine Public Safety
Human Impact Partners, How Health Departments Can Address Police Violence
as a Public Health Issue
Human Impact Partners, How Health Departments Can Advance Safety and
Health in Protests, During a Pandemic
Big Cities Health Coalition, 2020 Transition Paper, Building Resilient, Equitable,
and Healthy Communities Post Pandemic and Always
Milwaukee Department of Public Health, Blueprint for Peace
Multnomah County Department of Public Health, Multnomah County CrossDepartment Alignment Framework for Addressing Violence: A life course
approach to violence prevention and intervention
RYSE Youth Center, Truths of Our Youth, Interacting Layers of Trauma and
Healing, and Toward a Liberatory Public Health
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RESOURCES

DEEPEN YOUR
UNDERSTANDING AND
ENGAGEMENT

Sign up with Community Justice Action Fund
Join Public Health Awakened a national network of over 2,000 public health
workers organizing for health, equity, and justice
Join the Cities United Network
Sign up to receive news and updates from Prevention Institute’s work to promote
health, safety, and wellbeing through thriving equitable communities
Stay connected with Hope and Heal Fund
Stay connected with RYSE Youth Center
Subscribe to the Big Cities Health Coalition newsletter
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RESOURCES

STAY CONNECTED

Community Health Planning and Policy Development Section, APHA
Prevention Institute
City of Milwaukee Health Department Office of
Violence Prevention
Cities United
RYSE Center
Human Impact Partners
Hope and Heal Fund
Big Cities Health Coalition
Community Justice Action Fund
The Brotherhood of Elders Network
Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University
Intersectional Gun Violence Prevention Working Group, APHA
Latino Caucus for Public Health, APHA
Maternal and Child Health Section, APHA
Public Health Education and Health Promotion Section, APHA
Student Assembly, APHA
Peace Caucus, APHA
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SPONSORS

SPONSORED BY:

