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poberto Mendoza, sixth-grader at the E.C. Reems Academy of Technology and Art in Oakland
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For 15-year-old Michael Eugene Thomas, it defi-
nitcly was the shocs. A ninth-grader at Meade Senior High
School in Anne Arundel County, Md., Thomas was found stran-
gled on May 2, 1989, Charped with fint-degree murder was James
David Martin, 17, a basketball buddy who allcgedly took Thomas's
mwo-week-old Air Jordan baskethall shoes and left Thomas's bare-
foot body in the woods near school,

Thomas hoved Michacl Jordan, as well as the shoes Jordan cn-
In America’s cities, Kids are dorses. and he cleancd his own pair cach cvening. e kept the card-
killing kids over sncakers and other board shoc dovwith Jordan's silboustte on it in a place of honor in his
room. Imade the hon wan the sales ticket for the shove. Tt showed be

::' "P‘“‘m b . paid $115.50, the price of  product touched by deity.

“We told him not to wear the shoes 1o school,™ said Michael's grandmother,
MM%&M-@&M-‘&“M&
fore | et amyone take those shoes, they Il have to Kill me." ™

Michac! Jordan sits in the Jocked press room hefore a
workoot at the Chicago Bulh’ practice fality in sob-
urban Deerfickd, Tl He is wearing his practice uniform
and a pair of black Air Jordans similar to the ones young
Thomas wore, except that these have Jordan's number, 23,
stitched on the sides. On the shoclaces Jordan wears plastic ogghes
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FACT SHEET

Violence and Chronic Illness

MAKING THE CASE

FACT SHEET
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* One in four middle and high school students At the individual level, violence:

from around the country report being a victim "
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of violence at or around school (2) s e 5
their ability to attend to school issues (9)

Fear of danger at school and in the community .
x ’ Creates stress and anxiety among children, affecting
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Children in carly elementary school with a histos Disorder, (PTSD) (2.3

of exposure to violence and/or are victims of

Leads to decreased attend
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MOVING “We are still standing
UPSTREAM on the bank of the

river, rescuing

people who are drowning.

We have not gone to

the head of the river

to keep them from

falling in. That is the
_21st century task.”
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CDC Model

Societal Community Relationship

http://www.cdc.qov/ViolencePrevention/overview/social

-ecologicalmodel.html Prevention
nstitute
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http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/social-ecologicalmodel.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/social-ecologicalmodel.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/social-ecologicalmodel.html

CDC Model

The Public Health Model

Assure
widespread
adoption

Develop and
test prevention
strategies

Identify risk
and protective
factors

Define
the problem

http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/publichealtha

pproach.html Prevention
nstitute



http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/publichealthapproach.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/publichealthapproach.html

STRYVE Resources

) The benefits of the

public neamrapproadi

» Howto effectivelyuse
the public health oach

» Howtoleveragethe
social ecolodmlmodel

» Howtouse knowledge

- aboutrisk and protective
factors in different
societal layers

Clickthe play button to begin.
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http://www.vetoviolence.org/stryve/training.html
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Violence as a Public Health Issue

Violence is a leading cause of injury, disability and
premature death.

Violence is a significant disparity, disproportionately
affecting young people and people of color.

Violence increases the risk of other poor health
outcomes.
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A Public Health Approach to Prevent Violence:

Population-basec

Works to increase
protective factors

Works to reduce risks

Focuses on prevention
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Approaches that
take place

BEFORE

violence has

occurred to
prevent initial
perpetration or
victimization

Immediate
reSponses

AFTER

violence has
occurred to deal
with the
conseguences in
the short-term

Long-term
reSPonses

AFTER

violence to deal

with the lasting
consequences
and treatment
Interventions
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Parenting skills,

quality after-school
programs, youth leadership,
conflict resolution,

social connections In
neighborhoods,

economic development

Mentoring,
family
support
services,
violence
Interruption

Mental
health
Services,
successful
re-entry
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Relationship Between
Public Health & Criminal Justice

or Modification Punishment
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Three Intervention Levels
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Criminal Justice

More reactive than preventive

Primary focus is identifying the
clues and indication of blame

Expertise with predatory
violence among strangers on
the streets (bad guy vs.
Innocent victim paradigm)

Considers external factors to be
unimportant to judgment of
guilt/innocence

Charged by society to
determine guilt and institute
punishment

Deeply, morally rooted in

Public Health

More preventive than reactive

Primary focus is identifying
causality, intervening to
control/reduce risk factors

Expertise with investigating
epidemics/populations to
reduce illness and death

Little interest in assigning blame
or punishment; focus on
eliminating risk factors

Not professionally committed
to punishment, but to risk
reduction

Does not discriminate between

victim and offender Prevention
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School-Based Curriculum

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Oakland, CA

The public health

department led:
¢ community-
strengthening efforts
¢ neighbor-to-neighbor
bartering
¢ youth economic
development programs

More than 40%
reduction In violent
crime In the
neighborhood.
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Baltimore, MD

ss:oe anEn%TsﬁnErHé Street outreach and

violence interruption,
based on the Chicago
CeaseFire model

Number of homicides
cut by half, with no
violent deaths in nearly
two years at one site
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Los Angeles, CA

¢ Zoning ordinances shut
down 200 liquor stores Iin
three years.

¢ An average 2/-percent
reduction in crime within a
four-block radius of each
closed liquor outlet.

Prevention
|nstitute




MNMumber of Homicide ¥Yictims

Homicides of Youth and Young Adulis
in Minneapolis (2004-2009)

B 15- to 24-year-olds
B 18- to 24-year-olds

B 15- to 18-year-olds

A
- YN

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Year

64 percent
decrease Iin
homicides of
young people aged
15 to 24 years.

Number of
youth suspects Iin
violent crimes
dropped by 62
percent.
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Sectors Connect to Prevent Youth Violence in Boston, Massachusetts

Teaming up to Prevent Youth Violence in San Diego

http://www.vetoviolence.org/stryve/communities.htmi Prevention
nstrtute



http://www.vetoviolence.org/stryve/communities.html

URBAN NETWORKS TO
INCREASE THRIVING YOUTH

Prevention
nstitute




Sign up for UNITY e-alerts:

Recelve Information on new violence
prevention-related activities, resources
and events

Get the latest updates on UNITY

Visit
www.preventioninstitute.org/UNITY

Email unity@preventioninstitute.org
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Violence as a Public Health Issue

Portrait to landscape
Simple approach
Prevention works

How to get involved
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e NSTITUTE UNITY

equity I at the center of community well-being through Violence Prevention

Annie Lyles and Edward-Michael Muna
Prevention Institute
221 Oak Street, Oakland
WWWw.preventioninstitute.org

510-444-7738
annie@preventioninstitute.org
edward@preventioninstitute.org



