
 

August 17, 2012 

 

Framing Violence as a  

Public Health Issue 

UNITY is funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and in part by The Kresge Foundation. 

STRYVE Grantee Meeting 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 

Annie Lyles 

Program Manager 

Prevention Institute 



Portrait to Landscape 











Links Between Violence and Health 



MOVING 

UPSTREAM 

“We are still standing  

on the bank of the  

river, rescuing  

people who are drowning.  

We have not gone to  

the head of the river  

to keep them from  

falling in. That is the  

21st century task.” 

Gloria Steinem  
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http://static.flickr.com/90/207590972_a30260c293_b.jpg 



Simple Approach 



Socio-Ecological Model 

http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/social

-ecologicalmodel.html 

CDC Model 

http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/social-ecologicalmodel.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/social-ecologicalmodel.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/social-ecologicalmodel.html


Public Health Model 

http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/publichealtha

pproach.html 

CDC Model 

http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/publichealthapproach.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/publichealthapproach.html


Public Health Model 

http://www.vetoviolence.org/stryve/training.html 

STRYVE Resources 

http://www.vetoviolence.org/stryve/training.html


Making the Case 

 Violence is a leading cause of injury, disability and 

premature death. 

 Violence is a significant disparity, disproportionately 

affecting young people and people of color. 

 Violence increases the risk of other poor health 

outcomes. 

Violence as a Public Health Issue 



What Is Needed? 

A Public Health Approach to Prevent Violence: 

 Population-based 

 Works to increase  
 protective factors 

 Works to reduce risks 

 Focuses on prevention 



The Prevention Continuum 

      Up Front               In The Thick                Aftermath 

Immediate 

responses 

AFTER 
violence has 

occurred to deal 

with the 

consequences in 

the short-term 

Long-term 

responses 

AFTER  
violence to deal 

with the lasting 

consequences 

and treatment 

interventions 

Approaches that 

take place 

BEFORE  
violence has 

occurred to 

prevent initial 

perpetration or 

victimization 

  



The Prevention Continuum 

      Up Front                         In The Thick      Aftermath 

Mentoring, 

family 

support 

services, 

violence  

interruption 

Mental 

health 

services, 

successful 

re-entry 

Parenting skills,  

quality after-school 

programs, youth leadership, 

conflict resolution,  

social connections in 

neighborhoods,  

economic development 



Primary Prevention 

    UPFRONT  

Secondary Prevention 

    IN THE THICK 

 

Tertiary Prevention 

AFTER THE FACT 

    

 

Education 

 

Behavior Modification 

 

Punishment 

                        Three Intervention Levels 
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Relationship Between  

Public Health & Criminal Justice 



    Criminal Justice 

  More reactive than preventive 

  Primary focus is identifying the 

clues and indication of blame  

  Expertise with predatory 

violence among strangers on 

the streets (bad guy vs. 

innocent victim paradigm) 

  Considers external factors to be 

unimportant to judgment of 

guilt/innocence 

  Charged by society to 

determine guilt and institute 

punishment 

  Deeply, morally rooted in 

“justice” 

Public Health 

  More preventive than reactive 

  Primary focus is identifying 

causality, intervening to 

control/reduce risk factors 

  Expertise with investigating 

epidemics/populations to 

reduce illness and death 

  Little interest in assigning blame 

or punishment; focus on 

eliminating risk factors 

  Not professionally committed 

to punishment, but to risk 

reduction 

  Does not discriminate between 

victim and offender 

 

 

Criminal Justice & Public Health 



Prevention Works 



School-Based Curriculum 

Schools can reduce 

violence by 
15% in as little as 6 months 

through universal school-based 

violence prevention efforts. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 



 The public health 

department led:  
 community-

strengthening efforts 

 neighbor-to-neighbor 

bartering  

 youth economic 

development programs 

 

 More than 40% 

reduction in violent 

crime in the 

neighborhood.  

Oakland, CA 

Strengthening Community 

Connections 



  

  

Baltimore, MD 

Street outreach and 

violence interruption, 

based on the Chicago 

CeaseFire model 
 

Number of homicides 

cut by half, with no 

violent deaths in nearly 

two years at one site 
Jefferson Steele/UrbaniteBaltimore.com 

Street Outreach 



Los Angeles, CA 

 Zoning ordinances shut 

down 200 liquor stores in 

three years. 

 

 An average 27-percent 

reduction in crime within a 

four-block radius of each 

closed liquor outlet. 

Policy Change 



 64 percent 

decrease in 

homicides of 

young people aged 

15 to 24 years. 

  

 Number of 

youth suspects in 

violent crimes 

dropped by 62 

percent.  

Coordinated Approach 



Share Your Prevention Success 

http://www.vetoviolence.org/stryve/communities.html 

http://www.vetoviolence.org/stryve/communities.html


How to get Involved 



Participate in UNITY 

 Sign up for UNITY e-alerts:  

 Receive information on new violence 

prevention-related activities, resources 

and events 

 Get the latest updates on UNITY  

 Visit 
www.preventioninstitute.org/UNITY 

 Email unity@preventioninstitute.org 



Summary-Making the Case 

 Portrait to landscape 

 Simple approach 

 Prevention works 

 How to get involved 

Violence as a Public Health Issue 
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